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TO THE AMERICAN PEOPLE: 








“Washington is the historic center of the United States. Nothing 
80 increases patriotism as a visit to the Nation's Capital, where 
America has written her history in sacred relics, memorials and 
magnificent architecture. Here are assembled the political, military 
and diplomatic forces that are making these United States a world 
It is the duty of every citizen to see Washington and realize 
more fully the greatness of his Nation.”' 


power. 





























VIEW OF WASHINGTON FROM THE MONUMENT 
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Service 


Nearly a century of serv- 
ing libraries has fitted us to serve them 
well—promptly, intelligently, and pleas- 
antly. Our great volume of business en- 
ables us to give liberal discounts. 


THE BAKER & TAYLOR CO. 


Wholesale Dealers in the Books of All Publishers 
55 Fifth Ave. NEW YORK At Twelfth St. 




















ih tageor-es ete glimpse of our catalog of Library Supplies will suggest many ways 
in which you increase your service to patrons, and at the same time make a dol- 
lar go farther than it did last year. 


HOWEVER 


a careful study will bring you even greater returns in information, suggestions and 


real help. 
PAMPHLET CASES 


Magazines and periodicals should be protected until ready to send to the bindery. 
The very best way is the use of pamphlet cases. We have a variety sizes, 


and styles. 
No. 530 ..9%4x7x3 ....40c No. 532 ..12x9x4 ....50c No. 534..12x9x4 ....30¢ 
No. 531..11x7x3.. ..45¢ No. 533 ..10x7x4 ....20c No. 535..2x7%x9 .. ..35¢ 


QUANTITY PRICES 


MAGAZINE BINDERS 


Our Springback Magazine binder has stood the test of years. It is light weight, 
durable and simple in construction. We carry three colors, gray, brown, and black. 


Five sizes, 10x7, 11x8, 12x9, 14x11, and 17x11. Prices range from $1.30 to 
$2.00 each. Lettering additional. 
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HOTEL WASHINGTON 


OPPOSITE THE U.S. TREASURY 


Headquarters Hotel 
FOR THE 


SPECIAL LIBRARIES ASSOCIATION 
CONVENTION 


Please make your reservations early 


WASHINGTON, D. C. 

















me Canadian Pacific Railway Co. 


% Dept. of Colonization and Development 
DEVELOPMENT BRANCH.—For information 


regarding the Mining Industry of Canada, the de- 
velopment and supply of Industrial Raw Materials 
available from resources along the lines of the 
Canadian Pacific Railway, consult this branch. 
We have an Expert Staff continuously engaged in research relative 
to all resources and the examination of Deposits in the field. Practical 
information is available concerning development opportunities, the use 
of By-Products, Markets, Industrial Crops, Prospecting and Mining. 


Bureau of Canadian Information 


The Canadian Pacific Railway, through its Bureau of Canadian In- 
formation, will furnish you with the latest reliable information on 
every phase of industrial and agricultural development in Canada. In 
our Reference Library, maintained at Montreal, are complete data on 
Natural Resources, Climate, Labor, Transportation, Business Openings, 


etc. Additional data is constantly being added. 


J. S. Dennis, Chief Commissioner, Montreal, Quebec 
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Put these new cards to 3 
amazing 







Soak L. B. Resistall Cards 
beneath a faucet. You 
simply cannot deprive them 
of their snap and ring. 


L. B. Resistall 


library catalog cards 


Smear them with grease! 
Grime leaves no oily trace. 


Try to roughen the tough sur- 


face of these sinewy cards! 
They'll never lose their ability 
to take ink. 


are soil and perspiration proof 
and stand erasure indefinitely 











L. B. Resistall Cards are 


Would you like to try L. B. 





made entirely of new rags. Resistall — in — 
They are accurately cut to CW" catalog : Write the 
nearest Library Depart- 


size. Their edges are free 
from burr. Restore your 
catalog’s youthfulness by 
using them exclusively. 


ment headquarter point 
for samples of this new 
stock. Then put them to 
any exacting test! 


Library Bureau 


HEADQUARTER POINTS OF THE LIBRARY DEPARTMENT 


118 Federal St. 214 W. Munroe St, 1200 S. Grand Ave. 39 Second St. 


Boston, Mass. Chicago, Ill. Los Angeles, Cal. San Francisco, Cal. 


DIVISION OF REMINGTON RAND BUSINESS SERVICE, INC. 


451 Broadway 
New York City 


Library Department, Remington Rand Business Service, Inc. 


451 Broadway, New York City 
Please send me samples of L. B. Resistall Catalog Cards. We wish to test them in our files. 


Librarian Address 
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“Welcome! 
ie, cll 


It is a great pleasure for me to extend to the Special Libraries Association 
a cordial greeting and welcome in connection with the 1928 Convention. 
As President of the Board of Commissioners I speak in behalf of the 540,000 


people in the District of Columbia and assure you of a cordial welcome to 
your National Capital City. 


———— 


This is your city just as much as it is our city for those of us who live here, 
and we appreciate the responsibility that we have imposed upon us to care 
for and maintain the various services of the municipality so that its growth 


and development may be consistent with all that makes for a National \ 
Capital. 


— 


I hope that your stay among us may be a profitable one and that your | 
deliberations here will bear fruit and fulfill the aims of your Association. 





PROCTOR L. DOUGHERTY, 


Commissioner, D. C. 


— 


oS a 


ao 


Greetings to the Special Librarians from the officers and members of the 
District of Columbia Library Association (organized in 1894). We are 
looking forward to the Washington Conference of the Special Libraries 
Association in the expectation that the gathering will be both profitable 
and pleasant to guests and host alike. Washington, with its 220 libraries, 


large and small, and its nearly 9,000,000 books, is home to all American 
librarians. 


—— 


No members of the family need have any fear of wearing out 
his welcome. All our doors will be wide open! 
FREDERICK W. ASHLEY, 
President, 


District of Columbia Library Association. 
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“Rederal City” to National Capital 


By Louise P. Latimer, Author of “Your Washington and Mine,” and 
Director of Work for Children, Public Library 


HE capital city was named after 

George Washington, but George- 
town, which mothered the delicate new 
city, was not. For what George it was 
named history neglects to say. General 
Washington right modestly spoke of the 
place as The Federal City and never 
called it Washington. 

Thomas Jefferson and Alexander 
Hamilton at least once actually agreed 
for, so 'tis said, their agreement dictated 
the general location of the capital, while 
Washington chose the exact site, part 
in Virginia, part in Maryland. 

Then came that man of genius, Pierre 
Charles L’Enfant, and to him we owe 
the wonderful plan of Washington, part 
of which plan has been lost by neglect 
and an undue economy. To Washing- 
ton, Jefferson, L’Enfant, William Thorn- 
ton, the architect of the capitol and 
James Hoban, the architect of the 
White House should praise unstinted 
be given for most of what is right in 
Washington. 

Then came a false step in 1846 when 
that portion of the ten miles square 
lying in Virginia was returned to the 
mother state by cession of Congress 
and the District of Columbia was 
reduced to the 69 square miles it now is. 

Haphazardly developed, the straggling 
village-city took on new life and a new 
pride under the direction of Alexander 
R. Shepherd, President of the Board of 
Public Works who, in 1871, -fearlessly 
and in the face of almost universal 
opposition set about rectifying some of 
the mistakes of the past 


By 1900 the city had slumped again. 
From Madison’s time each _ building, 
monument and park was considered 
without relation to the others, thus 
marring the composition planned by 
L’Enfant and Washington. In 1900 
upon urgent representation of the local 
conditions by the American Institute of 
Architects, a Parking Commission was 
authorized to study the entire matter. 
These four men recommended a return 
to the plan of L’Enfant wherever possi- 
ble and made proposals in sympathy 
with the original plan. 

To succeed this Commission, Congress 
in 1910 most wisely created a permanent 
Commission which is called the Com- 
mission of the Fine Arts. In 1924 Con- 
gress created The National Capital 
Parking and Planning Commission. On 
these two groups and on Congress rests 
the responsibility for a consistent and 
adequate Capital. Strength to their 
arms! 

Pennsylvania Avenue will one day 
be the noble street it was planned to be. 
Up this broad avenue history has 
marched from the very beginning. Tri- 
umphal march and mourning cortége. 
What different tunes the bands have 
played! But every tune the bands have 
played and every marching foot have 
been national music. And the faces of 
the marchers and the faces of the 
watchers are history. The spirits of 
Washington, the Adamses, Jefferson, 
Madison, Monroe, Jackson, Lincoln, 
Roosevelt, Wilson, of such is the city 
made. 
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ASHINGTON is the witching city. 
Serious persons come from afar 

for the single purpose of arriving at 
8:45 sharp at 14th and B Sts. S. W. and 
the Libraries of the Department of 
Agriculture, or 17th and H Sts. N. W. 
for progression through the economic 
and financial libraries in that vicinity. 
At 10:45 the library staffs, not having 
heard from the hospitals, realize that 
another has succumbed to the lure of 
the cool beauty of the Monument 
Grounds or the lively children, pigeons 
and squirrels frolicking in Jackson 
Square, and may be found at the close 
of the working day wandering along 
the river wall to find the perfect place 
to see the sun set over Arlington’s hills, 
or standing on the coping of the White 
House fence, south side, trying to see 
Rebecca, the first raccoon in the land. 
Time, appointments, agricultural prob- 
lems and economics have been forgotten. 
Because of these experiences the 
erroneous conclusion has been drawn 
that in order to arrive at any of Wash- 
ington’s 220 libraries, blinders should 
be worn en route to avoid sight, and con- 
sequently the temptation of the scenic 
and historic places on the way, es- 
pecially if walking. If driving with the 





special librarians who glory in “‘snaking” 
small cars through intricate traffic and 
making maximum speed in stretches, 
the mind will be sufficiently occupied 
with speculating on the chances of 
staying in this world to keep it from 
straying to vistas and landmarks. 


Proper planning of routes, however, 
and a mental picture of the special 
librarian’s Washington divided for ex- 
ploration of knowledge sources into four 
“quarters” by Pennsylvania Avenue, 
which extends southeast to northwest, 
and 15th Street northwest to southwest, 
make possible a series of tours that take 
in a great deal of the city, many li- 
braries, and many points of interest 
and can be made in a relatively short 
time. 


A thorough exploration of all the 
libraries open to the public, all the pri- 
vate libraries, all the information sources 
outside of the libraries, and all the 
points of interest including this spring’s 
baby bears at the zoo, the instruments 
for recording earthquakes in George- 
town and the model basin at the Navy 
Yard would require the detailed prepara- 
tion usually given to polar explorations 
and as much, if not more time. 
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Knowledge Tours of Washington 


By Elizabeth O. Cullen, Reference Librarian, Bureau of Railway Economics 
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By taking a map of Washington and 
tracing heavily the dividing lines men- 
tioned, i.e., Pennsylvania Avenue from 
Anacostia River in the Southeast to 
Washington Circle Northwest, and 15th 
Street Northwest to Southwest it will 
be seen that the ‘‘quarters’’ join at 15th 
Street and Pennsylvania Avenue North- 
west where the Washington Hotel oc- 
cupies the northeast corner, the Treasury 
Building the northwest corner, an old 
brick building soon to be replaced in the 
accomplishment of the Government’s 
building plan the southeast corner, and 
an equestrian statue of Gen. W. T. 
Sherman the southwest corner. This 
point is convenient for the beginnings 
and ends of the special librarian’s ex- 
plorations. 


FIRST TOUR 


The Southwest ‘‘quarter’’ entered by 
way of the Sherman statue offers many 
advantages to the beginner in Wash- 
ington explorations, containing as it 
does some of the most beautiful spots 
in the world and many important 
libraries, but not too many for an 
introductory trek. By planning ‘‘quar- 
ter” tours, incidentally, one can in most 
cases see Washington in the best way, 
by walking. 

The high points of this ‘‘quarter’’ are 
the State, War and Navy Building, the 
special libraries on diverse subjects on 
17th Street, more libraries on more 
subjects beyond, with the half-way 
point at the Lincoln Memorial and the 
possibility of concluding the tour at the 
top of the Washington Monument, for 
the general view of the city. 

Passing the Sherman statue one comes 
to the sidewalk along the fence around 
the south lawns of the White House 
from which one catches a glimpse of the 
South front of the building. In the White 
House there is a private library orig- 
inally installed by Mrs. Millard Fillmore 
in the 1850s. Following the sidewalk one 
reaches the great gray pile of the State, 
War and Navy Building in which a day 
could be spent exploring libraries and 
records, and comes out at 17th Street 
and New York Avenue. 

17th Street Northwest is becoming 
famous as a knowledge range. South of 
Pennsylvania Avenue looking from 17th 
and New York Avenue in order there 


‘ 
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are the library of the Bureau of Mines 
at 17th and F, the Corcoran Art Gallery 
at 17th arid New York Avenue (and the 
Octagon House, headquarters of the 
American Institute of Architects, one 
block farther along New York Avenue 
at 18th), the headquarters of the 
American Red Cross at 17th and E, 
Continental Hall at 17th and D, and the 
Pan-American Union between B and C. 
The D. A. R. have planned roomier 
quarters for their remarkable genea- 
logical library in Constitution Hall to 
be built in back of Continental Hall, 
but this is in the future. The library on 
the Americas in the Pan-American 
Union is one of the few places in this 
country where visitors can work pleas- 
antly soothed by the fountain in the 
patio, or startled by loud shrieks from 
the tropical birds there also. 


With at least a stroll through the 
Aztec Garden in the rear of the Pan- 
American Union and a glance down 17th 
Street to fix the location of the rain- 
bow fountain and wonder why the bronze 
Paul Jones at the end faces landward, 
one next proceeds out B Street to the 
Navy and Munitions Buildings housing 
the Navy and War Departments and 
other offices like the National Capital 
Park and Planning Commission. In 
either a day can be spent going from 
library to library and expert to expert, 
but delays are fatal to the rapid con- 
clusion of introductory explorations, so 
after making notes as to what is in these 
buildings, the next point of attainment 
is the exquisite building of the National 
Academy of Sciences diagonally across 
the street. Here are housed exhibits 
illustrating current and fundamental 
phenomena of nature and the progress 
of scientific research, and from its steps 
there is a fine view of the Lincoln Me- 
morial. 


The Memorial—one of the most 
beautiful memorials to a national hero 
in the world—is the halfway point, and 
few hurry away from it. From one side 
one looks at Arlington on the Virginia 
hills, from another at Potomac Park 
extending along the river, from another 
at the Monument reflected in the lagoon 
with the Capitol beyond, and from 
another at the city rising on the hills, 
while within is the great statue of Lin- 
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coln by Daniel Chester French, and 
murals by Jules Guerin. 

Returning by one of the streets lead- 
ing north from the Memorial parkway 
to C Street, one passes the offices of the 
Haskin Service at 21st and C and may 
proceed up 21st Street to G and the 
George Washington University to in- 
quire what new and unusual courses 
have been installed in the Division of 
Library Science as the result of the active 
co-operation of Washington librarians 
with the University through the Com- 
mittee on Library Training of the D. C. 
Library Association. 

Then east on G to 18th where one 
may well pause to consider possibilities. 
One block south at 18th and F is the 
Department of the Interior under the 
roof of which are included such libraries 
as those of the U. S. Geological Survey, 
the Bureau of Education and_ the 
Federal Power Commission. One block 
north at 18th and Pennsylvania Avenue 
is the Interstate Commerce Commis- 
sion with its extraordinary legal library 
and its Division of Indices, the several 
million cards in which jolt one into a 
realization of the myriad things that go 
into interstate commerce and _trans- 
portation, while the experts therein will 
suggest the phases of the subject too 
new to have gone into book form as yet. 
One block ahead on G is the Department 
of Labor and its library whose _ bib- 
liographical work is well-known through 
the Monthly Labor Review. 

At the end of G Street looms the north 
front of the State, War, and Navy at 
17th and one may proceed south along 
17th and through the park to the Monu- 
ment for the trip to the top, or retrace 
one’s steps to the starting point at the 
Sherman statue, and contemplating him, 
or Alexander Hamilton in bronze across 
the street, decide on the southeast 
‘“‘quarter’’ for the next exploration. 


SECOND TOUR 


The entrance to the _ southeast 
‘quarter’ is across the street from the 
Sherman statue, on 15th Street, where 
before too long we hope, handsome 
buildings housing the State, Commerce 
and Labor Departments will replace 
those still standing or being demolished 
at present. At 15th and B one can con- 
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tinue through the Monument Grounds 
to the Bureau of Printing and Engraving 
and see money made. The entrance js 
on 14th Street near C. Back up 14th 
Street to B one arrives at the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture housed in a variety 
of structures at present, with the main 
library on the first floor of the Bieber 
Building on the corner. Here exact 
information on agricultural subjects, and 
also on the locations of the other agri- 
cultural libraries will be given, whether 
in or near the building, or at 14th near 
F, like the Bureau of Public Roads, F 
near 9th, like the Forest Service, or 
10 miles out in the country like the bee 
collection of the Bureau of Entomology, 

East of the Agricultural Department 
lie the Smithsonian Grounds in which 
are to be found the Freer Art Gallery, 
the old and new National Museums, the 
Smithsonian Institution and in_ the 
southeast tip of the grounds the Army 
Medical Museum with its famous li- 
brary. Scholars and investigators the 
world over are attracted by the scientific 
collections and exhibits in these build- 
ings. Farther east at 6th and Missouri 
Avenue is the Bureau of the Census, 
and proceeding still east one reaches the 
Botanical Gardens at the foot of the 
Capitol. 

The Capitol dominates the vicinity 
and extensive exploration of it for 
knowledge sources will yield rare treas- 
ures, but one must hasten the completion 
in a short time of the tour through the 


southeast ‘‘quarter.’’ Through the 
grounds to B_ Street one comes to 
the ‘‘Labor’’ Building—home of the 


newspaper ‘‘Labor’’ (and not the De- 
partment, nor the American Federation 
of Labor Building), then to the offices 
of the Coast and Geodetic Survey at 
New Jersey Avenue and B with its li- 
brary and its fascinating maps and 
charts, while across the street is the 
House Office Building. The Senate 
Office Building is on the opposite side 
of the Capitol Grounds. 

Over the treetops of the Capitol 
Grounds gleams the gilded dome of the 
Library of Congress, a mecca that draws 
an average of 2000 visitors a day, and 
which contains more than 3,500,000 of 
the 9,000,000 books in Washington It 
braries. Large as the building is, it has 
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the space problem of practically every 
library in Washington, that of caring 
for the increasing numbers of serious 
students and investigators who remain 
for extended periods and must have 
quiet and freedom from interruption. 
The Library of Congress, the National 
Library, is the high-water mark of the 
southeast ‘‘quarter.’’ Beyond lie the 
Marine Barracks at 8th and G, the Navy 
Yard at the foot of 8th Street, and 
across the Anacostia River, Bolling Field 
and the Naval Air Station. So much off 
the main highways of Washington ex- 
ploration are the libraries of the Engineer 
School and the General Staff College 
at the foot of 4% Street that to visit 
them necessitates a special trip, and 
while visiting them the Engineer Re- 
production Plant near the Engineer 
School Library should not be over- 
looked. The Plant’s 1927 Railroad 
Map of the United States indicates the 
type of work done there. 


However one returns to 15th and 
Pennsylvania Avenue from the south- 
east ‘‘quarter,’’ whether direct from the 
Library of Congress, or up from the 
Engineer Barracks and preferably in 
some form of vehicle from either, one 
has greater appreciation of Washington’s 
“magnificent distances.” 


THIRD TOUR 


The distances in the northeast ‘“‘quar- 
ter’ are such that it must be made in at 
least two stages, one ending at the 
Government Printing Office, and the 
other including a tour of outlying points 
including the libraries of the Catholic 
University of America. The first stage 
begins at the Washington Hotel from 
which one strolls up 15th Street to New 
York Avenue bound for the Public 
Library and its Washingtoniana—which 
are unique—with a side trip perhaps to 
the American Federation of Labor at 
9th and Massachusetts Avenue. From 
the Public Library at 9th Street and 
New York Avenue, one may stroll down 
9th or 8th or even 7th and arrive at the 
Patent Office at G extending through the 
block to F. Therein is a truly remark- 
able library of the beginning of things 
that we take for granted—the first 
electric light patent, the first typewriter 
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patent, the firsts of air-brakes, and 
telephones and movies. 

East from the Patent Office on F one 
comes to Sth Street and Judiciary 
Square in which are the old red-brick 
Pension Building and the fine white 
Court House. Finding F Street again 
on the other side of the Square and fol- 
lowing it east to North Capitol, one pro- 
ceeds north on North Capitol (with 
glances towards the Capitol, City Post 
Office and the Union Station) to the 
Government Printing Office and the 
Office of the Superintendent of Docu- 
ments where daily miracles in research 
and identification from no clues are 
performed. Given a guess at the subject 
matter, the suggestion that it might be 
the 24th or 64th Congress from all you 
can tell from the inquirer’s writing or 
information, someone in Documents 
will phone within an hour or two the 
exact document number, the exact 
author, the price if still available, or 
the nearest depository library to your 
inquirer. 

At the ‘‘G. P. O.” if one is minded to 
go farther afield, cars should be waiting 
to convey the exploring party to the 
Columbia Institution for the Deaf 
which includes Gallaudet College on 
Florida Avenue N. E., then back along 
Florida Avenue to North Capitol 
straight towards a wooded section that 
turns out to be part of the Soldiers’ 
Home grounds when we reach it at 
Michigan Avenue, where a right turn 
is made to the Catholic University of 
America, the libraries of which contain 
valuable special collections. 

Returning through the Soldiers’ Home 
Grounds for the ‘‘Capitol Vista’’ and 
an endeavor to pet the calves in the 
Holstein herd—one of the finest in the 
world on one of the model farms in 
America—one can skirt the reservoir 
and filtration plant located under a 
park, and see Howard University for 
colored students where many prac- 
ticing white women physicians re- 
ceived their early training, as other 
medical schools were not open to 
women when they began their training. 
Thence east along Fairmont Street to 
14th, down 14th to Pennsylvania Ave- 
nue, and west along ‘“‘The Avenue’’ to 
15th Street, and the end of the knowl- 
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edge tour of the special librarian’s 


‘northeast’ Washington. 
FOURTH TOUR 


The special librarian’s ‘‘northwest 
quarter” lying west of 15th Street and 
north of Pennsylvania is the most ex- 
tensive of the four. Walking is possible 
in the first and second stages but not 
in the third unless one has the speed 
and endurance of a Tarahumare Indian. 
The first stage begins with the Treasury 
at 15th and Pennsylvania Avenue, pro- 
ceeds from the north entrance of the 
Treasury by way of the Treasury Annex 
across the street on Madison Place to 
the Veteran’s Bureau one block north at 
Vermont Avenue and H, thence along 
H one block to 16th Street and a pause 
at historic and beautiful St. John’s 
Episcopal Church and half a glance at 
the beauties of Jackson Square. Whole 
glances are sometimes fatal to the best 
intentions of explorers for knowledge 
to continue north on 16th Street to the 
National Education Association at 1201, 
the National Geographic Society at 
16th and M, the Carnegie Institution at 
16th and P, and the unique Masonic 
library in the Scottish Rite headquar- 
ters at 16th and S. 

Returning down 16th Street on the 
top of a bus, if one likes, to H Street, 
the second stage of the journey can 
begin. At H Street and Jackson Place, 
one block west of 16th Street, by the 
statue of Baron von Steuben, the ‘‘drill- 
master of the Revolution,’’ one can 
decide whether to cross the street—H 
Street—and visit the Chamber of Com- 
merce of the United States, or proceed 
one block south on Jackson Place to 
the international law library of the 
Carnegie Endowment for International 
Peace at No. 2, and then stroll up to 
No. 26 and the library of the Institute 
of Economics, before proceeding west 
to 17th and H and the Transportation 
Building on the 10th floor of which is 
located the Library of the Bureau of 
Railway Economics. 

Beyond 17th and north of Pennsyl- 
vania Avenue are the Library of the 
Federal Reserve Board on 18th just 
above H, ard the Libraries of the De- 
partment of Commerce in the Com- 
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merce Building at 19th and H, with the 
main library on the 10th floor and the 
commercial aeronautics library on the 
6th, also numerous and important ex- 
perts and informational sources else- 
where in the building. 

This is the point where concentration 
ends and distances begins, for the li- 
brary of the Weather Bureau, the first 
to be reached in the third stage is at 
24th and M, the Volta Bureau at 35th 
and Volta Place (above P Street) and 
Georgetown College and its observatory 
three blocks farther west. Proceeding 
north on 35th to Wisconsin Avenue a 
stop may be made at the Naval Ob- 
servatory on the way out to the National 
Cathedral on Mount St. Alban at Wis- 
consin and Massachusetts Avenues. 
American University lies farther west 
at Massachusetts and Nebraska Ave- 
nues. 

Since this third stage takes in “‘out- 
lying districts” on returning from Ameri- 
can University one proceeds via Wis- 
consin Avenue to Cathedral Avenue 
and then east to Connecticut Avenue, 
passing through a residential section 
and reaching at Connecticut Avenue 
the main route to the Bureau of Stand- 
ards at Connecticut Avenue and Pierce 
Mill Road, truly a house full of wonders 
even for those who have had more than 
the usual scientific training. 

The Bureau of Standards, library, 
laboratories, experts and all, may well 
be the end of our explorations. The 
return to the starting point can be made 
via Connecticut Avenue or by way of 
Rock Creek Park and the Zoo, where the 
animals are blasé beyond the dreams of 
the Holstein calves at the Soldiers’ 
Home, a fact which explains their re- 
served attitude even when special li- 
brarians call upon them. 

By these necessarily hurried “‘quarter” 
tours and the information readily sup- 
plied by librarians and others met during 
each tour, some knowledge of ‘‘library 
geography” in Washington can be ob- 
tained—enough, it is hoped to make 
later and more intensive exploration 
easy, even after the 220 libraries open 
to the public may have been explored 
and the searcher for knowledge has ar- 
ranged to visit some of the delectable 
private libraries in the National Capital. 
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Washington of To-morrow* 


By Major Carey H. Brown, Engineer, National Capital Park and 
Planning Commission 


O-MORROW’S visitor to Washing- 

ton, if he comes by train, will ap- 
proach, not through smoky, sooty, rail- 
road yards, but over a_ completely 
electrified system of tracks. As he 
emerges from the Union Station, he will 
see the newly developed Capitol Plaza, 
greatly enhancing the setting of the 
Halls of Congress, and affording the new 
arrival a magnificent first view of the 
Capitol and its surroundings. On his 
right hand will be a fine new avenue 
leading off toward the Mall. 

Proceeding toward the east facade of 
the Capitol, past the Senate Office Build- 
ing, he will find on his left hand, next 
to the Library of Congress, the new 
home of the Supreme Court. Contin- 
uing his route around the Capitol, he 
will see the new office building of the 
House of Representatives, a part of the 
development of the grounds south of the 
Capitol building. Just before entering 
the Mall, he will pass through the new 
Botanic Garden, the buildings of that 
establishment having been removed 
from the Mall itself to permit of the 
proper development of Union Square 
with the Grant and Meade Memorials. 
Leading westward from Union Square 
through the Mall, will be the broad Mall 
roadways finally constructed in accord- 
ance with the Plan of 1901. 

On the right, across Pennsylvania 
Avenue, will be seen the beginnings of 
the new Municipal Center with a vista 
along the open axis of this group to 
the Courthouse, one of the earliest of 
Washington’s public buildings. Further 
on to the north and west will be the 
Triangle, a superb and impressive group 
of buildings for the housing of the 
Federal Departments, bordering the 
Mall from the Municipal Center to the 
grounds south of the White House. 
Within the Mall the National Museum, 
the National Gallery of Art and other 
cultural buildings will be located, while 


to the south will be the group occupied 
by the Department of Agriculture. 

Passing the Washington Monument 
with its completed setting, the visitor 
will enter B Street, which, in its newly 
developed character, may have acquired 
a name more fitting the route of pro- 
cessions from the Capitol and Union 
Station to the Lincoln Memorial and 
Arlington. 

Arlington will be reached by the 
magnificent Arlington Memorial Bridge 
spanning the Potomac between the 
Lincoln Memorial and the Lee House 
on Arlington Heights. Leading south- 
ward from the Virginia end of the 
Memorial Bridge will be the Mount 
Vernon Boulevard, connecting the home 
and burial place of Washington with the 
Capital which he founded. Continuing 
westward from the Memorial Bridge 
will be the Lee Boulevard, a superb high- 
way connection between the Capital 
and the Shenandoah National Park. 

Climbing the hill into Arlington, our 
visitor will stand on the slope in front 
of the Lee House by the resting place of 
L’Enfant, who first conceived the plan 
of the Capital of the Nation. Before 
him will be spread the panorama of the 
city developed as to its central portion 
in accordance with the plan as portrayed 
on the tablet at L’Enfant’s grave. 

More distant, beyond the area planned 
by L’Enfant, he will see the hills which 
have provided new area for the growing 
National Capital. 

All this shall have arisen from the 
growing desire of the people of this 
Nation that their own National Capital 
shall be second to none—a beautiful 
setting for the conduct of the Nation’s 
business, and a source of patriotic in- 
spiration to all visitors; a Capital no 
longer limited to the confines of the 
District of Columbia, but spreading 
into Maryland and Virginia. Here will be 
a great city, well-ordered, and beautiful. 


*On pages 152 and 153 we present a map of Washington showing within the shaded area the contemplated changes 


planned by the Commission. 
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Library of Congress Notes 
By Frederick W. Ashley, Chief Assistant Librarian, Library of Congress 


ENRY C. FOLGER of New York 

announced on March 22 his inten- 
tion of erecting upon land immediately 
adjoining the Library of Congress a 
suitable building to house his un- 
rivalled Shakespeare collection, and to 
provide an ample endowment for its 
maintenance and development. Ac- 
quisition of the land (over 50,000 
square feet), quietly in progress for 7 
or 8 years, has just been completed. 
The world-famous collection, estimated 
some years ago to contain 20,000 
volumes, is unsurpassed in quality and 
richness. This new foundation linked 
to the National Library in service to 
scholarship (through proximity of its 
ideal side), carries extraordinary 
promise of what the National Capitol 
and Capitol Hill may become as a 
center of cultural studies. 

Dr. Otto H. F. Vollbehr in present- 
ing to the Library of Congress his en- 
tire collection of 10,800 printers’ marks 
on April 20, added this remarkable 
offer: “Were I as wealthy a book col- 
lector as I should like to be, I might 
contemplate giving also my collection 
of 3,000 incunabula, including my 


Gutenberg Bible, to the Congressional 
Library; but, alas, I cannot afford to 
gratify this impulse. Let me, however, 
take this occasion to say that I stand 
ready whenever anyone may come 
forward to go halves with me, to give 
half of my whole incunabula collection 
of 3,000 pieces to the Library of Con- 
gress, on the understanding that the 
value of the other half be given by 
some other donor.” 

Other very recent notable gifts to 
the Library of Congress include: 

A valuable painting representing an 
eighteenth century artist’s conception 
of Johan Gutenberg, the gift of Gabriél 
Wells. 

An exquisite early 14th century vel- 
lum manuscript volume of the De- 
cretals of Pope Boniface VIII, 120 
folios, richly illuminated, the gift of 
Wilfred M. Voynich. 

Abraham Lincoln’s family Bible con- 
taining records in his own hand; also 
the gold medal given to Mrs. Lincoln 
by 40,000 French citizens in 1866. 
These are the gifts of Mrs. Robert T. 
Lincoln. 
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Public Documents Library 
By Mary A. Hartwell, Cataloger, Office of Superintendent of Documents 


IHHE Public Documents Library is 

not an independent unit, but a part 
of the Office of the Superintendent of 
Documents, (Mr. Alton P. Tisdel, 
Superintendent), which is under the 
Government Printing Office (Hon. 
George H. Carter, Public Printer). In 
the office organization the library is a 
part of the Catalogue and Library Sec- 
tion, which is charged also with the 
duty of compiling and preparing for 
publication the Monthly Catalogue; 
the Index to the Monthly Catalogue; 
the Document Index, which records by 
sessions the numbered documents and 
reports of the Senate and House of 
Representative; and _ the _ biennial 
Document Catalogue, which includes 
all publications of Congress, the Execu- 
tive Departments, and the independent 
offices of the Government. 

Ours is truly a special library, as it 
is limited to United States Government 
publications. It is remarkable to note 
how the library has grown in the 33 
years since the establishment of the 
office in 1895, until it now has approxi- 
mately 450,000 books, pamphlets, and 
maps. Yet not one cent has been 
spent to buy documents. Since 1895 
copies of all Government publications 
printed are sent to the Superintendent 
of Documents under provision of law. 
The publications issued for more than 
a century before the establishment of 
our library have drifted to us largely 
as returns from other libraries. We 
ourselves are amazed at the complete- 
ness of this collection that grew so 
like “Topsy.” It is a priceless histori- 
cal collection of United States Federal 
documents, the most nearly complete 
collection in existence of the publica- 
tions of Congress, all Executive De- 
partments and independent organiza- 
tions, and their subordinate bureaus. 

We take pride in library treasures, 
such as documents with autograph 
signatures of famous men; historical 
prints of early Censuses; tiny Blue 
Books, Army Registers, Navy Regis- 


ters, and Congressional Directories of 
very early date. 

We confess to a weakn ‘ss in original 
prints of the documents of the first 14 
Congresses, 1789-1817. The Library 
of Congress has a much more complete 
collection of the original documents of 
this early period; but the Library of 
Congress is nearly 100 years older than 
we are. Still we have a good many 
of such original prints and have card 
entries for others. 

Our library is arranged according to 
the special classification worked out 
for it in our office and published in the 
“Checklist of United States Public 
Documents, 1789-1909,” issued in 1911. 
The classification number for each 
book consists of a combination of 
letters and figures representing in gen- 
eral the Department, bureau, series, 
and individual book. It therefore keeps 
together all the publications of each 
Department. The classification is flex- 
ible and is simple enough to be readily 
understood by inexperienced assistants. 
Research workers who come to our 
library frequently express their satis- 
faction in finding grouped together all 
the publications of each Department 
and bureau. 

The library shelf-list is a much used 
working tool. It is unusual in that 
the cards contain full bibliographical 
information and notes. The arrange- 
ment, as has been indicated, is by pub- 
lishing offices. The shelf-list is, there- 
fore, a huge list of all the publications 
of the Government, made up of several 
hundred smaller lists by Departments, 
independent offices, bureaus, divisions, 
etc. 

We have many thousands of small 
pamphlets, which are always a prob- 
lem in shelving. We have had made 
for us at the Government Printing 
Office pamphlet boxes that are simple, 
strong, and convenient to handle. 

The collection of multigraphed and 
mimeographed document material, 
which has been accumulating rapidly 
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during the past year has already been 
reported upon in the Annual Report of 
the Superintendent of Documents, 
1927. 

The library classification forms a 
connecting link with other divisions of 
the office. The publications in avail- 
able stock are carded in the Stock Sec- 
tion, all cards being arranged in ac- 
cordance with our library classifica- 
tion. This stock on June 30, 1927, 
comprised a little more than 32,000,000 
publications, consisting of stock for 
sale and stock consigned by the De- 
partments for distribution on their 
order by the Superintendent of Docu- 
ments; it is crowded into the first 4 
floors of our building and also stored 
in every available spot in the old 
Government Printing Office Building. 
Congestion will be relieved when the 
new building is erected. 

A section of the office that comes 
much in touch with the business world 
is the Reference Section, whose busi- 
ness it is to give information concern- 
ing public documents by letter, by tele- 
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phone, and in person. As an aid in 
its work the Reference Section has 
compiled a Reference Catalogue of ap- 
proximately 250,000 cards. This sec- 
tion also compiles Price Lists, which 
are useful not only to the office in the 
sale of publications but are convenient 
for use in libraries as subject  bibli- 
ographies. 

To find facts concerning public docu- 
ments and the history of the United 
States as revealed by them, visit the 
office of the Superintendent of Docu- 
ments. Librarians coming to the 
Washington meeting of the Special 
Libraries Association are especially in- 
vited. 

Prospective purchasers of books will 
find the sales clerk on the first floor in 
the “Government Book Store.” If the 
visitor has questions that can not be 
answered by the sales clerk, he will be 
sent to the Reference Section. 

The library is open to research 
workers during the regular hours for 
Government business, 9 to 4:30. 


The District of Columbia Collection of the 
Washington Public Library 


By Emma Hance, Director of Reference Work 


SEPARATE -reference division of 
A local history, known as_ the 
‘“‘Washingtoniana collection,’’ has been 
recently opened in the Washington 
Public Library in a room in the second 
floor lobby of the main building. Here 
are assembled 2500 valuable books, as 
well as pamphlets, clippings, pictures, 
170 maps, and periodicals which the 
library has been accumulating since 
1905, when Dr. George F. Bowerman 
began the systematic building up of this 
Washington material. 

The books include a set of directories, 
reports of the early and present govern- 
ment, old guide books, history, and 
books by old residents and visitors de- 
scribing the life in the time when the 
city was young. Washington news- 
papers and old magazines have been 
clipped for articles of permanent in- 
terest, pamphlets secured by gift, and 


Congressional documents collected. Pic- 
tures have been received as gifts and 
clipped from magazines. 


Pamphlets and clippings are filed in 
pockets or U-File-M binders in vertical 
files, arranged by closely divided sub- 
jects. Pictures are kept in separate 
pockets at the end of the subject. Books 
on various subjects have been made of 


mounted clippings, arranged alpha- 
betically and fastened in loose leaf 
buckram binders with clips, or ar- 


ranged chronologically, indexed and 
bound. The maps, showing the growth 
of the city from 1790 to the present, are 
of exceptional interest. These are 
mounted on cardboard or linen and filed 
in shallow drawers in a map case. The 
curator of the collection is Miss Kathar- 
ine K. Patten, a specialist in Washing- 
ton history, who will welcome visitors. 
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Washington Conference 


PROGRAM 


The complete program for the Conference 
of the Special Libraries Association to be 
held at the Hotel Washington in Washing- 
ton, D. C., onMay 21, 22, and 23, 1928, will be 
distributed at the Conference. In addition 
to the speakers noted in the previous issue 
of SPECIAL LIBRARIES, Dr. Harold C. 
Moulton, Director of the Institute of 
Economics, will deliver an address. On 
Tuesday morning, Dr. William M. Steuart, 
Dinector of the U. S. Census, will discuss the 
Census of Distribution; and during the 
Round Table following Dr. Steuart’s address, 
Mr. Will Conrad of The Milwaukee Journal 
presents for his topic, “Research being 
carried on in the Newspapers.” Mme. Eugenia 
Kmelnitsky, Chief Bibliographer of the Insti- 
tute of Labor, will describe the work of the 
Bureau of Labor at Kha-kov, Ukrania. On 
that same morning, Mr. Rollo Sawyer, Head 
of the Economics Department of the New 
York Public Library, will lead a Round Table 
on Public Affairs Information Service. At 
the third general session on Wednesday, 
Mr. W. Dawson Johnston of the Library of 
Congress, will take for his subject “Special 
Collections.” 

At the business session on Wednesday, the 
Special Committee on Publications, Methods 
Committee, Committee on Training and 
Classification Committee will submit reports. 

It should be noted that the meeting of the 
Federal Reserve Librarians is scheduled for 
Monday, May 21, at four p. m., and not for 
Wednesday, as previously announced. 

At the Newspaper Group meeting on Mon- 
day afternoon,Col. Lawrence Martin, Chief 
of the Division of Maps, Library of Congress, 
will discuss Government Maps; and the Hon. 
Thorvald Solberg, Register of Copyrights, 
will discuss “Further Questions on Photos 
and Copyrights Answered.” Mr. Comnrad’s 
address before the Group, scheduled for 
Monday afternoon, will be delivered on Wed- 
nesday afternoon. 

The Newspaper Group are also planning to 
visit the office of the Washington Evening 
Star and Sunday Star at 12:15 on Tuesday 
afternoon and later have luncheon at the 
Hotel Raleigh. 


TRAVEL 


By the time this magazine reaches the 
readers nearly every one will have made 
plans for attendance at the convention, but 
if by chance some one has failed to observe 
the suggestions made in the April issue of 
SPECIAL LIBRARIES, please bear in mind 
that the railroads have granted to the Asso- 
ciation the certificate travel plan. When you 
buy your one-way ticket to Washington, be 
sure to ask for a certificate (which costs you 
nothing), but— 

If 250 certificates are tunned in at Wash- 
ington the return trip ticket will be sold at 
half-fare. If only 249 are turned in there 
will be no reduced fare. 

Therefore, ask for a certificate. 


HOTELS 


For the benefit of those who did not 
happen to see the April issue of SPECIAL 
LIBRARIES we reprint the list of hotels 
and their rates. 

The Washington Hotel, at the corner of 
Pennsylvania avenue and 15th street, has 
been designated as official headquarters, and 
nearly all sessions will be held in the hotel. 

Other hotels in the vicinity which are 
recommended by the local committee of ar- 
rangements are: The Harrington, at 11th and 
E streets; the Raleigh, at 12th street and 
Pennsylvania avenue; the Willard, at Penn- 
sylvania avenue and 14 street. 

Rates are quoted as follows: 

Washington Hotel—Single room with bath, 
$4 to $7; double room with bath, $6 and $8 
(twin beds $8 and $12). 

Harrington—Single room with bath, $2.50 
to $5; double room with bath, $4.40 to $8 
(twin beds $7 and $8); double room without 
bath, $3.50 to $5. 

Raleigh—Room with bath, Single $4, $5, $6; 
double room with bath, $5 to $8 (twin beds, 
$7 to $10); double room without bath, $4, 
$5, $6. 

Willard—Single room with bath, $5 to $8; 
double room with bath, $7 to $9 (twin beds, 
$8 to $15); double room without bath, $5 up. 

The above rates do not include meals. 

Reservations should be made direct with 
each hotel, and the earlier the better. 
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Washington Conference 


HE primary object in forming organizations such as Special Libraries Associa- 

tion is to provide those interested in the subject with the opportunity for 
mutual helpfulness through the interchange of ideas, knowledge of resources and 
their availability. In our association this is accomplished through three agencies, 
the journal, the local meetings and the annual conference, and the last is not the least 
important of the three. 


At the meetings of the local associations or chapters, the members share their 
experiences, learn to know and trust each other personally, unite to carry out 
some project which will benefit all, such as a local directory, and in general establish 
those personal contacts which often mean so much in speeding up service and 
obtaining material otherwise not available. 


The national conference serves the same purpose but in a larger sphere which 
extends throughout the country. At a local meeting one encounters a few librarians 
who are at the head of large libraries, but at the national conference there is an 
opportunity to meet most if not all of those who look after the largest special 
libraries in the country. To establish such contacts should mean a great deal to any 
member. And in addition, the use of government material is of such major import- 
ance to almost every special library, that the opportunity to get acquainted with the 
government libraries as well as their librarians is one which no one can well afford to 
miss. 


The program speaks for itself and while much of the material will subsequently 
appear in printed form, attendance at the conference gives the chance for discussion 
with those best qualified to comment at a time when the subjects are fresh in thought. 


For the first time in several years, Special Libraries Association is holding its 
annual meeting wholly apart from the American Library Association or any branch 
association. This is the time and place to show your interest in your organization, 
to prove by your attendance that you appreciate its value and are willing to give 
it your support. Come in the right spirit, with a willingness to contribute of your 
own experience and not merely to get all you can and give little or nothing. Re- 
member the biblical injunction, “‘Give and ye shall receive.’’ Come with the expecta- 
tion and preparation to participate in the discussions. Think over the unusual 
activities of your library during the past year, the problems you have solved and, 
if any, those you have not solved, and be ready to tell or ask about them. Get 
your company to send you and if that is not feasible, come on your own account. 
You owe it to yourself and your profession. Remember the keynote ‘‘Research.” 

Don’t forget to ask for a railroad certificate. 


FRANCIS E. CADY, 
President. 
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THE NATIONAL CAPITOL - 


HE Editor has kept in the background during the past few months due to the 

exacting duties of his official position which yearly grow more onerous. Under 
the circumstances the Executive Officer has carried the burden of the magazine in 
addition to her other duties. Then, too, crowded columns have forced out the 
editorial pages. Possibly our readers realize the necessity of confining the maga- 
zine to thirty-two pages with eight or twelve pages added for special numbers. Of 
course, our solution is more advertising and in order to get this advertising we must 
patronize the firms which contribute in this manner. Our advertisers are carefully 
selected and we solicit their accounts upon the standard merit of the publication. 
Please help the Editor in this phase of his work. 


* * * 


Last month we devoted a large share of the journal to recent progress in the 
life insurance field. Our modest associate editor, D. N. Handy, objected to fea- 
turing his name on the caption, but the entire credit for the preparation of this 
number should go to him. Always a source of genuine help, Mr. Handy appreciates 
most keenly the problems of the Special Libraries Association. 


* * * 


Many librarians are planning to go to the Washington conference the third week 
in May, then continue on to the West Baden conference of the A. L. A., which 
starts on May 28. West Baden and its neighbor, French Lick, are located south 
of Indianapolis and north of Louisville in a charming section of Indiana. 


* * * 


Miss Elizabeth O. Cullen of the Bureau of Railway Economics Library, recently 
spent a weekend as a guest of the Executive Officer and the Editor. Plans for the 
Washington number were perfected and bits of Rhode Island landscape studied at 
close range. 


* * * 


The Washington conference gives an unusual opportunity to see our magnificent 
Federal city, envisage the numberous special libraries located in the District of 
Columbia and meet the varied types of people who will attend the convention, all 
interested in the same objective, better research and finer librarianship. 
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Glimpses of Libraries in Washington 


“Books About Washington,” a most useful 
list of books on the history and points of in- 
terest in Washington can be secured from 
the Public Library. 

; x * x 

Three Washington libraries are especially 
proud of the views of Washington to be seen 
from the windows of each one. The Prints 
Division, Library of Congress, “possesses” a 
’ fine view of southeast Washington and the 
Maryland hills beyond. The libraries of the 
Department of State at 17th and New York 
Avenue, Bureau of Railway 
Economics at 17th and H, vie as to which 
has the better view of Washington 
and the Potomac with Virginia beyond the 
river. The Department of State Library has 
a marvelous stone balcony outside its win- 
dows from which the remarkable effect of 
forest may be had as the trees in Potomac 
Park are The Library of the 
Bureau of Railway Economics owns no bal- 
cony but from its windows not only a south 
view of the city but also a west view with 
the Episcopal Cathedral at Mt. St. Albans 
and Georgetown as impressive high points 
and a northeast view with the tower of the 
hospital at Soldiers’ Home as a high point 
may be enjoyed. 


and the 


south 


numerous. 


x * x 
The best collection of the works of Robert 
Burns in this country and a fine collection 
of the works of Goethe are among the 
notable treasures in the Library of the Su- 
preme Council, 33d Degree, Scottish Rite, at 
16th and S Streets. 
* * * 
Students of special library architecture will 
find the Library of the U. S. Geological Sur- 
vey in the Interior Building at 18th and F 


Streets, and the Library of the Supreme 
Council, 33d Degree, Scottish Rite, at 16th 
and S of unusual interest. Many other 


libraries in the District are entirely without 
benefit of architecture, and the rearrange- 
ment for stack-room of former 
mansion kitchen 
office-rooms with ceiling heights the wrong 
heights may be of peculiar fascination. 

x * x 


purposes 


and dining rooms, and of 


Manuscript account books and farm records 
in the Library of Congress and the Library 


of the Department of Agriculture will inter- 
est special librarians in widely diverse fields. 
Particular mention of the records of “Shir- 
ley” the famous Carter Plantation on the 
James River, Va., was made in the 1927 an- 
nual report of the Librarian of Congress. 

* * * 

The “Federals” have their especial interest 
but it must by no means be inferred from 
their titles that they are anywhere near each 
The Federal Board for Vocational 
Education is in the Maltby Building, a red- 
brick structure at New Jersey Avenue and 
B Street, N. W., just across from the west 
boundary of the Capitol Grounds, about half- 
way up the Hill. The Federal Farm Loan 
Board is in the Old Land Office Building at 
7th and F Streets, N. W. The Federal Horti- 
cultural Board is in the Main Building of 
the Department of Agriculture near 14th and 
B. Streets, S. W. The Federal Power Com- 
mission is in the Interior Building at 18th and 
F Street, N. W. The Federal Reserve Board 
Library is in the Otis Building on 18th Street, 
N. W., between H and I. The Federal Trade 
Commission is at 2000 D Street, N. W. 


* * * 


other. 


The collection of directories in the Library 
of the Department of Commerce is note- 
worthy and widely used, as is also the col- 
lection of the catalogues of colleges and uni- 
versities in the same library. Visual methods, 
i.e., a bulletin board listing the latest reports 
on countries, prominently located so that 
actually “he who runs may read,” are used 
with much success in this library. 


x Ok x 


Bulletin boards are important enough in 
the Library of the Bureau of Agricultural 
Economics to have a special committee of the 
library staff in charge of them. The results 
are most successful. 

k ok ok 


Public Roads Library has one of the most 
central locations and possibly one of the 
noisiest in the city. Situated on 14th Street, 
N. W., between E and F Streets, opposite 
the Willard Hotel, this Library has the 
further excitement of having the stage of the 
Fox Theatre at the rear. A street car line 
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is on 14th Street which street is also a main 
route of the Headquarters car from the De- 
tective Headquarters, a number of fire-engine 
companies, and hundreds of motor cars. The 
tremendous effect of a traffic jam on 14th 
Street and the Fox Theatre chorus and appli- 
ances during the showing of war pictures in 
the theater at the rear necessitates marked 
concentration to obtain the history of Brad- 
dock’s Road. 
* * * 

The Archives of the State Department and 
the Oriental collection at the Library of Con- 
gress contain some of the most decorated 
and decorative “volumes” among Washing- 
ton’s treasures. Seals in gold, silver, and 
jade, gold tassels, exquisite page decorations, 
and handwriting that is work of art, make 
the outside as well as the inside of the 
“volumes” quite fascinating. The Indian 
treaties are colorful. The Chinese collection 
at the Library of Congress possesses the first 
edition of an historical work of great im- 
portance that is not known to exist in China. 

* ok x 


The Botany Catalog and the Entomologi- 
cal indexes at Agriculture, the Index Medicus, 
at the Army Medical School, the bibliog- 
raphies on railways of the Library of the 
Bureau of Railway Economics, the lists of 
government publications, the Agricultural 
Economics bibliographies, and those on many 
subjects compiled at the Library of Congress 
offer unusual opportunities to study ma- 
terials, methods, and forms adapted to spe- 
cial purposes. 

* *k Ok 


Almost a million maps are in the Army 
War College. Possibly the next most ex- 
tensive foreign collection is in the office of 
the Geographer of the State Department. 
The latter office renders the valuable service 
of furnishing the correct present location, 
and the correct spelling of towns, villages, 
and sections in those places in the world 
where boundaries have changed in the last 
decade. 


* * * 


Balconies are features, if not conveni- 
ences (according to modern library standards) 
in the Library of the Patent Office and the 
Library of the Department of State. The 
Patent Office Library balcony is only one 
architectural feature of the Patent Office 
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Building. The State Department Library’s 
balcony is a three-decker of ornamental iron 
and as a balcony is quite beautiful. Jt was 
originally intended that the Library be also 
a sort of museum, hence the arrangement for 
display purposes. 

e 29 

The Bureau of Efficiency compiled and the 

Government Printing Office prints and sells 
through the Office of the Superintendent of 
Documents “A Guide to Original Sources for 
the Major Statistical Activities of the United 
States Government” to which all special 
librarians will want to add their own notes 
after visiting the various libraries, 
sources of information. 

x ok 


and 


It is one thing to get into the Office of 
the Superintendent of Documents and an- 
other to get out with any funds or at a rea- 
sonable hour. This office has one of the 
most knowledgeful and obliging staffs so far 
discovered and no visit to Washington is 
complete without a tour through the library, 
reference rooms, files and sales office of the 
Superintendent of Documents. 

* * x 


For some time it has been the policy of 
national organizations to have Washington 
headquarters. This has resulted in the con- 
centration of many special libraries and 
sources of information in the Capital City. 
The headquarters of the American Red 
Cross, National Society of Daughters of the 
American Revolution, the Methodist Epis- 
copal Board of Temperance, Prohibition and 
Morals, and the Supreme Council, 33d De- 
gree, Scottish Rite, are among those housed 
in their own buildings, as is also the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor. 

The architect of the Scottish Rite Temple 
is John Russell Pope of New York who is 
now working upon Constitution Hall, the 
monumental addition to Memorial Hall of the 
Daughters of the American Revolution. 

x * * 

University and college libraries of import- 
ance include American University, Catholic 
University, George Washington University, 
Georgetown University, Howard University 
(for colored people), and Gallaudet College. 
An attempt to cover them all in one after- 
noon, however, will give an appreciation of 
Washington’s “magnificent distances” hardly 
to be secured otherwise. 
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Conference Notes 


From sunrise to sunrise each twenty-four 
hours in Washington can be filled with the 
unusual and the interesting. Planned to 
allow time for special librarians to do the 
things in Washington that can be done no- 
where else, as well as to gain the utmost 
from the papers and committee reports 
scheduled for the 20th annual convention of 
the Special Libraries Association, the pro- 
gram includes some outstanding features. 

* *k 


The address of welcome at 10 A. M., on 
Monday, May 21, in the grand council room 
of the Chamber of Commerce of the United 
States formally opens the sessions. Golf, 
tennis, and riding enthusiasts, however, may 
informally open the Washington meeting 
hours earlier if they like on the municipal 
links, tennis courts, and bridle paths of 
Potomac Park. They will find numerous and 
prominent Washington citizens there in pur- 
suit of health and the now-fashionable tanned 
complexions. Those who like to journey 
farther afield may embark for the golf 
course and bridle paths of Rock Creek Park, 
while to those to whom a very early morn- 
ing motor ride fulfills all needs there are 
miles and park drives to 
travel over. Washington in the early morn- 
ing is at its most picturesque, although many 
fervently claim that Potomac Park in the 
moonlight cannot be equalled anywhere in 
the world. 


of river drives 


* * * 


An early morning airplane ride over the 
city is planned for Tuesday, May 22. Special 
librarians who wish to enjoy this feature will 
do well to inform Mr. Hyde of their inten- 
tions as soon as possible. The trip will cost 
about $3.00 each and there is a possibility of 
having breakfast served at Hoover Field just 
across the river. This trip is scheduled for 
about 7 A. M., which is a little late for 
“dawn” in Washington this time of the year 
but there is possibly no reason why it should 
not be held earlier if it is desired to have a 
morning round of golf after the ride and 
before the sessions begin at 10 A. M. 

x * 

Plans are being made for visits to the 
various governmental libraries. Full details 
of these visits will be given during the Con- 
ference. 


With Miss Margaret Withington as Toast- 
mistress and Representative Clyde Kelly of 
Pennsylvania as the principal speaker at the 
banquet on Tuesday evening at 7 P. M., the 
annual banquet is assured of success. There 
only devolves upon the Washington members 
to spread the news so thoroughly that when 
the eager, hurrying throng converges upon 
the Washington Hotel at banquet time, 
Washingtonians will know the attraction and 
not block traffic asking about it. After ban- 
quet, rides and walks will undoubtedly be in 
order. 

* * * 

On Wednesday plans have been made to 
leave time for visits to such libraries as 
haven’t been seen in between meetings and 
sessions. Washington librarians are enthusi- 
astically arranging to keep “open house” 
during the whole convention, and there will 
be so much to do and so much to see that 
literally the time can be filled from sunrise 
to sunrise and still leave many things to be 
done on later visits. 

*x* * * 


Finally, remember to ask for a travel cer- 
tificate when purchasing your one-way ticket 
to Washington. If 250 certificates are turned 
in at Washington the return trip ticket will 
be sold at half-fare. If only 249 are turned 
in there will be no reduced fare. Therefore, 
ask for a certificate. 

*x* * * 


Special Libraries 
Association 


and Special Libraries 
are indebted to Underwood & 
Underwood for permission to use the cut on 
the cover, and to the Washington Chamber 
of Commerce and the National Capital Park 
and Planning Commission for the cuts used 
as illustrations. The fine map reproduced in 
our columns is presented through the courtesy 
of the Planning Commission. 
* * * 

The program as outlined by the Committee 
has some unusually interesting features, and 
should have a strong appeal for the mem- 
bers of the Association. Miss Eleanor S. 
Cavanaugh, Chairman of the Program Com- 
mittee, who was also Chairman of the same 
Committee at the Toronto Convention, de- 
serves high praise for her work in arranging 
this excellent program. 


_— ls => 
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Mr. Rollo Sawyer, Editor of the Public 
Affairs Information Service, will discuss the 
relation of the S. L. A. and the P. A. I. S. 
at the second general session on Tuesday, 
May 22, 1928. Mr. Sawyer is anxious to find 
out how the P. A. I. S. may be improved and 
its scope extended and made more valuable 
to special librarians. Communications regard- 
ing this matter should be addressed either to 
Mr. Sawyer, Economics Department, New 
York Public Library, or to Miss Rebecca B. 
Rankin, Municipal Reference Library, Mu- 
nicipal Building, New York City. 

* ok Ok 

The United States Daily, the only news- 
paper devoting itself entirely to official news 
of the Government, celebrated its second 
birthday on March 4, 1928. Mr. David Law- 
rence, editor of The United States Daily, 
will be a speaker at the meeting of the News- 
paper Group on Wednesday afternoon. Mr. 
Lawrence was originally scheduled for the 
Tuesday session with other speakers giving 
“Broadcasts” of Some Washington Institu- 
tions. It is significant that Mr. Lawrence 
should be included in the “broadcasting” 
group as he is a radio speaker of prominence 
and no doubt has been heard by many of 
our members. 


Distribution Studies 


Basic data on production in the most im- 
portant lines of commercial activity, as well as 
extensive information on stocks of commodities 
in the hands of the producers, is available, 
but little is known as to the stocks in the hands 
of the consumers. Realizing that if the latter 
information could be gathered, a great amount 
of waste might be eliminated in the field of 
distribution, the Chamber of Commerce of the 
United States has selected ten cities for trade 
distribution studies. These ten cities represent 
different types of population conditions and 
various kinds of business activities. The na- 
tional Chamber of Commerce had made pre- 
viously an experimental census in Baltimore, 
so when it entered, in association with the 
Bureau of Census, into a survey of the cities 
selected, the major work was accomplished 
with little or no delay. The first of these 
studies is now available. It is entitled, ‘Retail 
and Wholesale Trade of Syracuse, New York.” 
A detailed report on sales, merchandise outlets, 
number of establishments, employees, wages 
and inventories based on a census of distribu- 
tion conducted by the United States Bureau 
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of Census. Similar reports on Atlanta, Chicago, 
Denver, Fargo, Kansas City, Providence, San 
Francisco, Seattle and Springfield (Illinois) 
are to be released in the near future. 


Annual Dinner 

The Annual Dinner of the Special Libraries 
Association will be held in the George Wash- 
ington Room of the Washington Hotel on 
Tuesday evening, May 22, at seven o’clock. 
Tickets are $3.50 each, and may be reserved 
through Miss Gertrude Peterkin, American 
Telephone & Telegraph Company, 195 Broad- 
way, New York City, or may be bought on 
arrival at the Hotel Washington. 

Miss Eleanor Cavanaugh has appointed 
Miss Margaret Withington to take charge of 
the dinner arrangements. She is ably sup- 
ported by Mr. William Alcott of Boston, Mr. 
Dorsey W. Hyde, Jr., and Mr. C. Fred Cook 
of Washington. Miss Gertrude Peterkin is 
in charge of the tickets, and will be the 
gracious hostess of the evening, and Miss 
Clara W. Herbert, of the District of Colum- 
bia Library, is in charge of the decorations. 

Everyone is urged to come. The old mem- 
bers to meet their friends, and the new mem- 
bers to become acquainted with the old mem- 
bers. 

Hon. M. Clyde Kelly, representative to 
Congress from Pennsylvania, will be the 
speaker of the evening. Miss Florence 
Bradley will give one of her inimitable talks 
on books, and Mr. Hyde has promised some 
other speakers who will add to the gaiety 
and the wisdom of the occasion. 


Railway Bibliographies 


The Library of the Bureau of Railway 
Economics continues to produce bibliog- 
raphies of notable interest. The Bureau has 
recently issued “List of References on Rail- 
road Consolidation,” “Some Chronological 
References on the Pan-American Railway” 
and a “Brief List of References on Suburban 
Service.” A compiled list of bibliographies 
issued by this organization comprises a note- 
worthy contribution to the literature of rail- 
roads. Mr. Johnston, Librarian, has also 
found time to compile a valuable lecture 
course on Special Libraries which is to be 
used in connection with the Library School 
of George Washington University. This 
lecture course is well worth reproducing in 
SPECIAL LIBRARIES. 
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Crime Survey 


The Social Science Research Council is 
making a survey of Research in Crime and 
the Administration of Criminal Justice in the 
United States. The Council 
haustive bibliography covering all 
while research work that has been done in 


plans an ex- 


worth 


this country on the subjects of criminology, 
penology and all phases of criminal justice. 
The manuscript report has been sent to the 
editor of the Journal of Criminal Law and 
Criminology for future publication in that 
magazine. 

In connection with the bibliography, the 
report states that a card catalog is being pre- 
pared in the following manner: A complete 
set of cards covering all works on the topics 
was obtained from the Library of Congress. 
The set of cards was then taken to the New 
York Public Library and checked against all 
entries in that institution and thence to the 
Boston Public Library for a similar check. 
Later, after checking the topics in the large 
general libraries of the East, it is planned 
to check certain of the large general libraries 
in the middle west and the far west, also to 
check special libraries featuring criminal 
law, such as the library of the Harvard Law 
School and the Gary Collection of Criminal 
Law and Criminology at the Law School of 
Northwestern University. 


In addition to the cataloged entries which 
are being obtained in this manner, which con- 
sists for the great part of books, reports, etc., 
a study of scientific and legal journals will be 
conducted. 


In preparing the bibliography the commit- 
tee is utilizing in each state some local per- 
best informed concerning the 


son who is 


subject. 


The committee in charge of the survey is 
anxious to discover all special collections in 
criminology, penology, criminal law and its 
administration. It will greatly appreciate sug- 
gestions as to where there are outstanding 
collections on these and related subjects in 
private or public libraries that should be 


checked. 


The committee consists of Professor Justin 
Miller, University of California, Chairman, 
Professor Raymond Moley, Columbia Univer- 
sity, Professor A. F. Kuhlman, University of 
Missouri, director of the survey. 
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Agricultural Bibliographies 

The Department of Agriculture has re- 
cently issued some Bibliographical Contriby- 
tions. The Bureau Library has prepared in 
recent years seventeen Contributions, the 
latest a bibliography on ice cream compiled 
by Carrie B. Sherfy, Librarian, Bureau of 
Dairy Industry, and Nell W. Smallwood, 
Junior Library Assistant, Bureau of Dairy 
Industry. The Bureau of Agricultural 
Economics has issued twenty-four bibliog- 
raphies, one of the latest editions being 
“Control of Production of Agricultural 
Products by Governments,” compiled by A. 
M. Hannay under the direction of Mary G, 
Lacy, Librarian of the Bureau. “The Poultry 
Industry, a Selected List of References on 
the Economic Aspects of the Industry, 1920- 
1927” is issued as No. 24 in the series. These 
volumes are all issued in mimeographed form. 
The Department also prints in “Agricultural 
Library Notes” a list of mimeographed publi- 
cations issued by the various departments and 
bureaus covering a wide range of agricul- 
tural subjects. 


Western Society of Engineers 

The Western Society of Engineers is moving 
on May 1 to new quarters in the Engineering 
Building, Wacker Drive at Wells Street, Chi- 
cago. The Library is to have splendid new 
rooms. Recognizing that successful engineers 
not only leave a record of their own work for 
posterity but utilize the work of their pred- 
ecessors as shown in the literature of engineer- 
ing, the Society has compiled a library which 
now numbers over 13,000 volumes and a large 
number of pamphlets and reports, all carefully 
catalogued and indexed and kept up to date. 
This is in charge of an experienced librarian, 
Hazel B. MacDonald, who is always available 
to help find desired information. Members are 
permitted to borrow books from the library 
for a limited time and photostat copies of 
references may be had at cost. The publishers 
of engineering books now deposit samples and 
a small stock as soon as books are published 
so that those who wish may examine and pur- 
chase them for their own use. Perhaps one of 
the most valuable features of the library is the 
display of over 300 technical magazines in the 
reading room. Current numbers are always on 
hand and the library has complete files of many 
of them including the proceedings of most of 
the engineering societies. These files form a 
most valuablestore of information for engineers. 


LI me 
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Personal Notes 
Mary C. Parker, Department Editor 


Miss Ada M. Mosher, formerly librarian 
of the Maccabees Library, is now connected 
with the Business and Commerce Division of 
the New York Public Library. 


Mrs. Jeanette Stern, who was for a time 
with the U. S. Forest Bureau in San Fran- 
cisco, has taken the post of librarian at the 
Letterman Hospital, the Presidio, San Fran- 
cisco. 


Miss Marjorie Robertson has opened a li- 
brary in Bank of Italy, Los Angeles. She 
was formerly an assistant in the Bank of 


Italy, San Francisco. 


Miss K. Dorothy Ferguson, Bank of Italy, 
has recently given a course of five lectures on 
Special Libraries at the University of Cali- 
fornia. 


Miss Margaret Hatch, Standard Oil Com- 
pany, will give the summer course in Special 
Libraries of the Library school in Riverside, 
California. 


Miss Hermione Henze is organizing a li- 
brary for Honig Cooper Advertising Com- 
pany. 


Miss A. Caya has opened a library for the 
California Development Association, which 
moved into larger quarters in the Ferry 
Building, in January. 


Time Savers 

“Readers’ Ink” for April, 1928, presents a 
Business Man’s Desk Library, a List of In- 
expensive Time-Savers. The list includes for 
general reference Webster’s Collegiate Dic- 
tionary, Crowell’s Dictionary of Business and 
Finance, World Almanac and Book of Facts, 
Statistical Abstract of the United States, 
Who's Who in America, Congressional Direc- 
tory; for business manuals, Handbook of 
Business Correspondence, by Hall, Style 
Book for Writers and Editors, by Mawson, 
Financial Handbook, by Montgomery, Crain’s 
Market Data Book, Credit Men’s Diary and 
Manual of Commercial Laws. It also adds 
as local information the State Year Book, a 
Street Guide of the city of Indianapolis and 
the latest report of the Indianapolis Board 
of Trade. This list with modifications might 
well be used for any special library. 


Edward D. Tweedell, Assistant Librarian 
of the John Crerar Library, Chicago, passed 
away on March 30th, after a period of rest 
in Florida trying to regain his health. Mr. 
Tweedell spent twenty-five years in library 
work and with the exception of four years 
at the Providence Public Library, his entire 
library work was performed at the John 
Crerar Library, Chicago, where his friendly 
spirit endeared him to every one with whom 
he came in contact. The library periodicals 
speak most graciously of Mr. Tweedell and 
his work. 

It is with deep regret that the special li- 
brarians hear of the death of Miss Eunice H. 
Miller, which occurred on May 1, after an 
illness of only a few weeks. Miss Miller, 
First Assistant in the Economics Division, 
was also interested in special libraries as in 
her work in a special division she came in 


direct touch with the special libraries. She 
attended many of the New York monthly 
meetings. The special librarians of New 


York always went to her in the Economics 
Division when in search of material, and in 
her capable and efficient very 
modestly, she invariably produced from the 
New York Public Library’s splendid collec- 
tion what was needed. The special librarians 
know they have lost a loyal and helpful con- 
frere. 


way, but 


Domestic Economy 

The Proceedings of the IV International 
Congress of Domestic Economy, which has 
been held at Rome during the last month of 
November, 1927, are now in process of publi- 
cation. These Proceedings will be issued in 
Italian and French, but a number of Reports 
(with the inclusion of those directly pre- 
sented to the Congress) will be either summed 
up or published “in extenso” in the English, 
Spanish and German languages. A special 
Appendix will be dedicated to the Jnterna- 
tional Exhibition of Domestic Economy. The 
volume of the “Proceedings” will make 600 
pages, and will be offered to the subscribers 
in the United States for the price of three 
dollars, free postage. 

Orders should be addressed to the Direc- 
tor, Dr. Arnaldo Cervesato, Via In Lucina, 
17, Rome, Italy. 
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Associations 


The 


tions 


the local associa- 


voluminous 


usual reports from 
usual. 
Through an oversight, the February report 
of the Cleveland Chapter was not 
the neglect 
of the editor of the magazine, the San Fran- 


are more than 
sent to 


Special Libraries; and through 


cisco report for the same month was omitted 
The 
editor was also responsible for a portion of 
the the 
Philadelphia, and presents herewith a brief 


from the April issue of the magazine. 


program at February meeting at 


report of the meeting. He takes this oppor- 
Phila- 


delphia sincere thanks for the courtesy ex- 


tunity to extend to his hostesses in 
tended to him during the evening. 
Great Britain 


The 


Information 


Association of Special Libraries and 


Bureaux and the Library Asso- 
ciation (London and Home Counties Branch) 
held a joint meeting on March 28, 1928, at 
the School of 
the Recommendations with respect to special 
of the Pub- 
he Libraries Committee of the Board of Edu- 
cation. 


London Economics to discuss 


libraries contained in the Report 


Boston 
The April meeting of the Special Libraries 
Association of Boston was held on the eve- 
ning of the 23rd in the lecture room of 
American 


the 


Academy of Arts and Sciences. 
Professor Goodwin of the Massachusetts In- 
stitute of Technology gave an interesting ac- 
count of the history of the Academy and told 
how its library had been enriched largely 
through a bequest made more than a cen- 
tury ago by Count Rumford—a_ bequest 
originally of $3,000 which had now grown to 
$60,000. The discussion of the 


ing dealt with discards accessions to 


main meet- 
and 
which Mr. Charles Eaton, Librarian of the 
Baker Memorial Library, George W. Lee of 
the Stone & Webster Library, and James F. 
Ballard of the Boston Medical Library con- 
tributed interesting and suggestive remarks. 
At the close of the meeting, Mrs. Mabel Ball, 
librarian of the Academy, her 
guests through the library exhibited 
some of its special treasures in mathematics 
and science. 


conducted 
and 


Cleveland 


The January meeting of the Cleveland 
Chapter was held on the 20th at the Cleve- 
land Museum of Art with Miss Nell G. Sill, 
Librarian, as hostess. Eleven members did 
justice to the informal dinner which 


o'clock in the 


ample 
was served at six Museum 
restaurant. 

After the dinner, there was an opportunity 
to visit the Library and the Galleries of the 
Museum. 

At 8:15, in the Auditorium, Mr. E. Robert 
Schmitz lectured on the Music of Claude De- 
bussey, illustrating on the piano, which was 
most acceptable. 

The Cleveland Chapter held its April meet- 
the Cleveland 
Public Library on the evening of the 26th. 


ing in the Lecture Room of 

The subject of the program was “The His- 
tory and Development of 
Work.” Mrs. Grace H. Birdsall, Librarian at 
Lakeside Hospital, the historical 
srowth of the movement in general from the 


Florence Nightingale in the 


Hospital Library 
outlined 
early efforts of 
Crimean War and the first carefully selected 
library in 1904 at the McLean Hospital, Wav- 
erly, Massachusetts, through the World War, 
to its final incorporation by the Veterans 
Bureau of the U. S. 

The active part taken by Miss Alice Tyler, 


Public Health Service. 


Dean of the Library School at Western Re- 
serve University, was of special local inter- 
est and permitted the Chapter to bask in the 
reflected glory of her achievement. 

Mrs. Birdsall then described the unit type 
in detail, including the different kinds of hos- 


pitals served. The blackboard outline and 
charts with which she illustrated her talk 
were particularly helpful in obtaining a 


mental picture of the chief points mentioned. 

The group type Miss 
Gertrude M. Edwards of the Hospital Divi- 
the Stations Department of the 
Cleveland Public Library. She prefaced her 
talk with the remark that the unit was the 
ideal type but that the cost made it prohibi- 
tive for the smaller hospitals. 


was discussed by 


sion of 


She then described the group type as 
operated by the Cleveland Public Library 
since 1923. The patients receive the chief 
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attention though the staff is not neglected, 
recreational and professional material being 
provided for the nurses. Miss Edwards 
stressed the need of adaptation on the part 
of the librarian and, since the library work is 
of secondary importance, the mistake of be- 
ing too She that a 
friendly and cooperative hospital staff was a 
great asset that the attitude of the 
superintendent was reflected in the staff. 
About the same books are in demand as 
The special 


aggressive. stated 


and 


in the average branch library. 
requisites are bright colors, good print, and 
light weight. The average monthly circula- 
tion among hospitals by the Cleveland Pub- 
lic Library is 6000. “The 
tangible.” 


results are in- 


New York 

The March meeting of the New York Spe- 
cial Library Association was held March 29th 
at the British Luncheon Club, 53 Broadway. 
The entire meeting was given over to more 
of the social side of the work and no speaker 
for the evening. 

The President, Mr. 
several things of interest to all, one of which 
was the coming convention at Washington. 

As is usual this was a dinner meeting and 
both before and after the dinner many con- 
tacts or acquaintances were made. 

There were 45 members present. 

ee 4% 

The April meeting of the New York Spe- 

held at the 
Broadway, on 


Fletcher, Spe ke of 


Association was 
Club, 53 


The time was 6 P. M., 


cial Library 
British Luncheon 
Tuesday, April 24th. 
and, of course, it was a dinner meeting. 
The President, Mr. Fletcher, presided and 
after saying a few words about the coming 
convention and speaking of two or three 
other things of minor importance it was his 
pleasure to introduce Mr. Frederick C. Hudd, 
Canada at New 
congenial 


Trade Commissioner for 
York. Mr. Fletcher in his 
way introduced Mr. Hudd, who selected as 
an attractive title, “The Lady Next Door,” 
which of course is our sister nation on the 
Mr. Hudd’s address will be 
SPECIAL LI- 


very 


north, Canada. 
printed in a later issue of 
BRARIES. 

Philadelphia 


In connection with the Library 
held under the auspices of the Drexel Insti- 
tute Library School, the American Library 
Philadelphia Club 


Institute 


Association, the Library 
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and the Special Libraries Council of Phila- 
delphia and Vicinity, the Philadelphia Asso- 
ciation held a dinner meeting on Friday, 


April 23rd. 
B. Rankin, who took for her topic “Training 


The speakers were Miss Rebecca 


for special library work,” and the editor of 
SPECIAL LIBRARIES 
the local Association. <A 


discussed the 
delightful 
dinner was served by the management of the 


Hotel Walton. 


who 


value of 


Pittsburgh 
The postponed February meeting of the Pitts- 


burgh Special Libraries Association was held 


March 29 at the Mellon Institute of Indus- 
trial Research. Mr. Carl D. Ulmer, a re- 
search chemist of the Koppers Company 


Laboratories read a very interesting paper 


on “Bibliographic methods in a research or- 
spoke about bibli- 


ographic work in general and told of some 


ganization.” He first 


of the bibliographic and abstract periodicals 


that are published, and then described the 


abstract service of his own company. There 

followed a question and discussion period. 
The local Cataloguers Section of A. L. A. 

invited to the due to the 


was meeting, but 


unpreventable shortness of the notice and 
extremely bad weather the attendance was 
small. 

San Francisco 


The Special Association of San 
Francisco held 


ing Wednesday, February 21 


Library 
its monthly luncheon meet- 
The committee 
chairmen for the year were announced by 
Mr. C. H. Judson, Pacific Telephone & Tele- 
graph Company, president of the San Fran- 
cisco Association, as follows: Membership, 
Mrs. M. E. Hansen, 
Co.; Outside Contacts, Mr. W. 
ton, Pacific Gas & Electric Co.; 
Margaret Hart, the San 
1929 Convention, Miss K. D. 
of Italy; Union Catalog List, Miss Dorothy 


Miss Isabel Jackson, 


Pacific Gas & Electric 
\. Worthing- 
Publicity, 
Francisco Bulletin; 
Ferguson, Bank 


Krisher; Attendance, 
Bank of Italy. 

A review of the minutes of the Executive 
held in New York in 
Mr. Judson, and a 


Committee meeting 
January was given by 
general discussion of the various items fol- 
lowed. 

Mr. Philip M. McComb from Allen’s Clip- 
ping Bureau gave a very interesting talk. 

The pamphlets on the aim of Special Li- 
were distributed, and 


braries Association 


everyone was loud in praise of them. 
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Events and Publications 
Rebecca B. Rankin, Department Editor 


The Fine Arts Department of the Detroit 
Public Library has compiled a list of books 
on Costumes which may be obtained free on 
request from the library. 


“Select 


Inventors” 


“Libraries” for May presents a 


sibliography of Inventions and 
prepared by Belknap Severance, Cataloger, 
Department, U. S. Office, 


Washington. 


Science Patent 


Redmond & Co., 33 Pine Street, New York 
City 
which 


have issued a world economics chart 


gives in succinct form government 


statistics from official sources. Copies of this 
chart may be obtained upon application to 
Miss Josephine Curry, Librarian. 


The initial number of a little leaflet issued 
by the Business Branch of the Newark Pub- 
lic Library is dated April, 1928. It is called 
by the compiler a “Monthly Note Presenting 


Special Services for the use of Business 


Executives and Others.” The various items 


show the handiwork of Mr. Dana. 


The Library of the Carnegie Endowment 
for International Peace continues its valuable 
Number 21 
Arbitration, and number 22 
Men, Material 
Resources and Money in Time of War; with 
Select Military 
Service.” 


series of Reading Lists. relates 
to International 
is entitled “Conscription of 


References on Compulsory 


David L. 
Kirsh have reprinted the article entitled “The 
Problem of 


Messrs. Podell and Benjamin S. 


Trade Association Law” which 


originally appeared in St. John’s Law Review 
for January, 1928. The article deals with the 


valuable work performed by fact-finding 


agencies in shaping the development of the 


law. 
The Wilson Bulletin of March, 1928, is 
devoted to Pamphlet Material. The four 


leading articles, ‘‘Educational Pamphlets,” 
“Pub. Docs.”’ and 
“Pamphlet Biographies’’ may be suggestive to 


special librarians. 


“Geographical Material,” 


Mrs. Caroline Faltermayer, librarian of the 
Philadelphia Rapid Transit Co., is responsible 


for very attractive library bulletins issued 


often and posted on all the bulletin boards of 
the Company. 


The March number of Libraries, the monthly 
issued by the Newark Public Library, contains 
an article called ‘‘The Business Branch of a 
Public Library Develops Contacts,"’ by Marion 
C. Manley. 


The April issue of Keeping in Touch, the 
monthly issued by the Stores in 
Milwaukee, contains an explanation of the 
privileges of the Milwaukee Public Library 
offered the Schuster employees, written by 
Miss Ethel B. Slattery, the librarian of the 
Schuster Stores and also editor of Keeping in 
Touch. 


Schuster 


A List of Selected References on Highway 
Traffic in New York City and its Environs was 
prepared by the New York Municipal Refer- 
ence Library at the request of the Regional 
Plan of New York. It is included in their 
“Highway Traffic,’’ volume 3 of the splendid 
series of Survey and Plan Reports. It is also 
printed in the Municipal Reference Library 
Notes of March 28, 1928, a copy of which may 
be received upon request if desired. 


Are special librarians aware of a list of ‘‘New 
Periodicals,”’ printed 
regularly in the Bulletin of the 
Public Library? 
place of publication, and time of issuance are 


each month 
New York 
The title of the magazines, 


which is 


given. All kinds of magazines are included, 
popular, trade, foreign, and even house-organs. 
It is a splendid check-list of periodicals by 


which to keep your library up-to-date. 


The Library of the Philadelphia Electric 
Company, now in the new building of the 
Company, has an attractive location and is 
handsomely furnished and equipped. Miss E. 
Mae Taylor, librarian, has prepared a ‘‘Cat- 
alogue of Books and Periodicals in the Library, 
1927,’’ which is intended for the use of the 
officials and employees of the Company. It 
is a classified list, each entry gives author, 
title, and date of publication. Supplementary 
lists are published at intervals and are inserted 
in the ‘‘Catalogue,’’ which is bound to allow 
for their insertion, thereby keeping it up-to- 
date. 


— 
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Census Reports 


To the Editor: 

Perhaps a number of librarians have re- 
ceived letters from various sources recently 
asking for suggestions for improvement in 
the 1930 Census and other statistical reports 
made by the U. S. There is 
probably no group of people anywhere, using 


Government. 


government reports to as great an extent as 
special librarians, and | think this is an ex- 
cellent opportunity for us, as an Association, 
to make some constructive suggestions. The 
Bureau of Research of the International Ad- 
yertising Association is heading up the ap- 
peal, and because I have been in contact with 
that bureau, | 
clearing house for suggestions from S. L. A. 


should be glad to act as a 


If in your use of government documents, 
you have wished that the figures might be 
differently assembled, or have found that im- 
portant phases are not covered at all, or that 
the indexes are inadequate, won’t you write 
to me and list the specific things you would 
like changed. Perhaps we can have a dis- 
cussion of this at our convention in Washing- 
ton, but if you cannot be there, please think 
this over now and write to me at 383 Madi- 
son Avenue, New York City. 


Here is a chance for us to help ourselves, 
and others, and we should not miss it. 


Mary Louise Alexander. 


SPECIAL LIBRARIES 163 


Chemical Indexes 


After two years of intensive effort, The 
Chemical Foundation has completed all the 
indexes necessary to give immediately any 
information concerning its patents. Every 
reference of possible value in each patent has 
been abstracted and card-indexed. These 
40,000 references include inventors, assignees, 
chemicals, processes, apparatus, uses, foreign 
and United States patents—in short, everything 
except journal and book references. 

These fundamental data have been made 
available, in convenient and thorough form, 
to anyone who cares to use them. Anyone may 
consult the new indexes personally at any time, 
or may obtain lists of the references on the 
subjects in which he is particularly interested. 
Copies of the patent specifications will be loaned 
for examination and The Chemical Founda- 
tion will be glad to render any assistance re- 
quested. 

The Foundation now has the 
separate indexes: numerical; subject; inventor; 


following 


assignee; foreign patents; and United States 
patents (referred to in patents). 

In finding new uses for products, especially 
for over-produced, waste, and by-products, 
the new subject index has been employed by 
several firms, who have benefited thereby. 
All manufacturers and research men are ad- 
vised to ascertain as soon as possible whether 
there is anything of value to them in these 
patents. All literature should 
in the future include these indexes in their 


investigators 


searches. 











SPECIAL LIBRARIES ASSOCIATION 


Recent Publications 








Bibliography on Illumination 
Information Bulletin No. 5....$ .25 

Directory of Special Libraries of Cali- 
SPE Per ere rrr rere .50 

Directory of Special Libraries of New 
ER re mere 1.00 


Order from 


Special Libraries Association - - General Office 
11 Nisbet Street, Providence, R. I. 

















Blossom Inn 
QUALITY FOOD 


LUNCHEON 11.30 to 3 
DINNER 4.30 to 8 


Special Dinner served 
Weekdays, 75c Sunday, 1.00 
CAFETERIA RADIO CONCERT 
FRANK P. FENWICK, Prop. 
1315 N. Y. Avenue N. W. Washington, D. C. 
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Institutional Members 


Delaware 


du Pont de Nemours, E. I., Wilmington 


Illinois 


Byllesby & Co., H. M., Chicago 

Illinois Chamber of Commerce, Chicago 
Insurance Library of Chicago 

The W. E. Long Co., Chicago 


Indiana 


Lincoln National Life Insurance Co., Fort 


Wayne 


Maryland 


Consolidated Gas, Electric Light & Power 


Co., Baltimore 


Massachusetts 


Baker Library—Harvard School of Business 
Administration, Boston 

Boston Elevated Railway, Boston 

Boston Globe, Boston 

Christian Science Monitor, Boston 

Edison Electric I!luminating Co., Boston 

Federal Reserve Bank of Boston 

First National Bank, Boston 

Insurance Library Association of Boston 

Jackson & Moreland, Boston 

Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Li- 
brary, Cambridge 

Metcalf & Eddy, Boston 

Old Colony Trust Co., Boston 

Social Law Library, Boston 


Stone & Webster, Boston 


Michigan 


General Motors Corporation, Detroit 


New Jersey 
New Jersey Bell Telephone Company, Newark 
Newark Public Library, Business Branch, 
Newark 
Public Service Corporation of New Jersey, 
Newark 
Standard Oil Development Co., Elizabeth 


*New members joined since last issue of Special Libraries. 


New York 


Alexander Hamilton Institute, New York 

American Bankers’ Association, New York 

American Electric Railway Association, New 
York 

American Geographical Society, New York 

American Institute of Accountants, New York 

American Management Association, New York 

American Museum of Natural History, New 
York 

American Society of Mechanical Engineers, 
New York 

American Telephone & Telegraph Co., General 
Library, New York 

American Telephone & Telegraph Co., Law 
Library, New York 

Association of Life Insurance Presidents, New 
York 

Baker & Taylor Co., New York 

Barton, Durstine & Osborn, New York 

Beeler Organization, New York 

Bell Telephone Laboratories, New York 

Blackman Co., New York 

British Library of Information, New York 

Brooklyn Edison Company, Brooklyn 

Brookmire Economic Service, New York 

Child Study Association, New York 

Cleanliness Institute Library, New York 

Combustion Utilities Corporation, Long Island 
City 

Consolidated Gas Co. of New York 

Electric Bond & Share Co., New York 

Federal Reserve Bank of New York 

Fleischmann Company, New York 

Ford, Bacon & Davis, New York 

General Electric Co., Main Library, Sche- 
nectady 

Grant Co., W. T., New York 

Grosvenor Library, Buffalo 

Guaranty Company of New York 

Home Insurance Co., New York 

Industrial Relations Counselors, New York 

*International Railway Co., Buffalo 
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Longmans, Green & Company, New York 

McCall Company, New York 

Merchants Association of New York 

Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York 

Metropolitan Life Insurance Company, New 
York 

Municipal Reference Library, New York 

National Association of Manufacturers, New 
York 

National Automobile Chamber of Commerce, 
New York 

National City Financial Library, New York 

New Jersey Zinc Company, New York 

New York Academy of Medicine, New York 

New York Telephone Company, New York 

New York Times, The, New York 

North American Company, New York 

Price, Waterhouse & Co., New York 

Putnam’s Sons, G. P., New York 

Standard Statistics Company, New York 

United States Rubber Company, New York 

Western Union Telegraph Company, New York 

White & Kemble, New York 

Wilson Co., H.W., New York 


Ohio 


General Electric Co., Research Laboratory, 
Cleveland 
Proctor & Gamble, Cincinnati 


Oklahoma 


*U. S. Bureau of Mines, Bartlesville 


*New members joined since last issue of Special Libraries. 
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Pennsylvania 


Franklin Institute, Philadelphia 

Houghton, E. F. & Co., Philadelphia 

Jones & Laughlin Steel Company, Pittsburgh 

New Jersey Zinc Co., Palmerton 

Philadelphia College of Pharmacy and Science, 
Philadelphia 

Philadelphia Electric Company, Philadelphia 

Philadelphia Rapid Transit Company, Phila- 
delphia 

Pittsburgh Railways Company, Pittsburgh 

University of Pittsburgh Library, Pittsburgh 

Westinghouse Electric Research Library, E. 


Pittsburgh 


Rhode Island 


Rhode Island State Library, Providence 


Wisconsin 


First Wisconsin National Bank, Milwaukee 
Marshall Ilsley Bank, Milwaukee 
*Schuster & Co., Edward, Inc., Milwaukee 


Canada 


Hydroelectric Power Commission of Ontario, 
Toronto 

Imperial Life Assurance Co. of Canada, Toronto 

Royal Bank of Canada, Montreal 


Toronto Transportation Commission, Toronto 

















LIBRARIANS LIBRARIANS 
WANTED SUPPLIED 
For good For positions 


positions in anywhere 


all parts of 
the country 


Write immediately to Dept. C 
THE AMERICAN LIBRARIANS’ AGENCY 
WINDSOR, CONNECTICUT 


This service 
is free 

















Chemical, Medical and 
Scientific Research 


PERIODICALS 


Complete sets, volumes and odd copies 
BOUGHT AND SOLD 


B. LOGIN & SON 
29 East 21st St. NEW YORK 






































GAYLORD EQUIPMENT 


Library Standard 











The catalog of library furniture which we 
have just issued is unique. 


Each article is described and the exact price 
given—delivered to destination. 


Every item is carried in stock at three con- 
veniently located shipping points so that 
immediate filling of orders is assured. 


GAYLORD BROS. INC. 


Syracuse, N. Y. Stockton, Calif. 





























The Record of 
America in 1927 


Lhe American Year Book is an in- 
valuable source of information for all 
classes of seekers after knowledge. It 
is of special value to libraries, colleges. 
and professional men in general. It is 
also of direct value to experts and 
specialists who wish to secure quick and 
ready reference to other fields of work. 
The book includes 175 reviews of 
American progress in various fields, each 
written by a specialist. 


THE AMERICAN 
YEAR BOOK 


B. WESTERMANN CO. 


INC. 
13 West 46th Street 


New York City 


All Books in Foreign 


Languages 
for 


1927 Special Libraries 
EDITED BY 
Albert Bushnell Hart 
and Librarians going to the 
William M. Schuyler Conference are invited to 
Just Published Five Dollars 


inspect our store 


DOUBLEDAY DORAN 
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EQUIPMENT 
for the Law Library 


Dignified beauty and enduring strength 
these are two requirements of library equip- 
ment. And these two qualities are perfectly 
expressed in the Art Metal library equipment 
in the New York County Court House. 


Apparently the book stacks are polished wal- 
nut—actually they are ageless steel. Yet the 
reproduction of natural wood is perfect. 


Whether your equipment need is large or 
small, Art Metal facilities are at your dis- 
posal. Write for our booklet, “Planning the 
Library for Protection and Service.” 


Art Naxal 


BRONZE AND STEEL INTERIOR EQUIPMENT FOR 
BANKS, LIBRARIES AND PUBLIC BUILDINGS 





Art Metal Book Stacks in the law 
library of the New York County 
Court House. 


Art Metal Construction Co. 
JAMESTOWN, NEW YORK 
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P. B. SANFORD CO. 
BOOKBINDERS 


Library Binders 
Special Designs 


»* 








for Fine Bindings 


78 Bedford St. Boston, Mass. 




















TECHNICAL BOOK COMPANY 


TECHNICAL - INDUSTRIAL - SCIENTIFIC 
AND BUSINESS BOOKS 


AGENTS FOR 


D. Van Nostrand Company 

J. P. Lippincott Company 

A. W. Shaw Company Longmans, Green & Co. 

John Wiley & Sons, Inc. E. P. Dutten Company 
Chemical Catalog Co. 


Ronald Press Company 
Prentice-Hall, Inc. 


525 MARKET ST.., SAN FRANCISCO 
CALIFORNIA 














SIMMONS COLLEGE 


Summer Library Courses 
ed 


July 2-August 10 
Cataloging, Bibliography. 


Miss Mary E. KAUFFMANN. 


Library work with Children, 
Story-telling. 
Miss NINA C. BROTHERTON. 
wt 
July 2-July 20 


Reference work and Loan. 
Miss FLORENCE T. BLUNT. 
s 


For Bulletin apply to the Registrar, 
Simmons College, Boston, Mass. 
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Never A Book Like This 


Before! 


Arranged alphabetically for the entire 
country are the names of over 64,000 im- 
portant business men—directors or part- 
ners in leading businesses—the business 
address and residence of each, his principal 





business connection and all the other com- 


~ 


panies, large or small, in which he is a 
director or partner. Then all the same 
names, with business addresses, are re- 
arranged by city and state. 
OF THE wi | ¢ beak niegrane —— e, ws: mana 
ED STATES credit man, financier, and investor will see 
at once that such information, immediately 
available as wanted, will often prove price- 


] less—in finding avenues of approach to a ( 
business house or individual, sizing up the 


ee 


8 


management of a company, judging a 
man’s standing or credit, forecasting the 
possible effect of some man’s election to 
the board of some certain company, ete. C 





CORPOR THE 
“ VEATION TRUST COMPANY 
RS PUBLISHING COMPANY AN AUTHORITY 


MORE THAN A DIRECTORY— 





| 

Poor’s Register of Directors of the 

United States has been compiled by the | 

joint efforts of Poor’s Publishing Com- { 

pany, publishers of Poor’s Manuals (In- } 

dustrials, Public Utilities, and Railroads- | 

Se Banks-Insurance Companies), and The ; 

MPa 0s GLE Corporation ‘Trust Company, statutory 
ae PRINTING representative of the nation’s leading 
Naa MPANY corporations. Every listing was verified 

by the individual listed. No work of such — | 

1 


a kind and on such a scale was ever be- 





fore attempted in this country. 


— a see eee ee —_——_— le 
The Corporation Trust Company 


120 Broadway, New York, N. Y. The 1928 edition is now ready. 


Contains 1,958 pages, 8%” by 13 





“| 
Send at once a copy of Poor’s Register of Directors ; ° ° . 
inches in size, set in large read- 
:, able type, bound in boards. The 
promptly upon receipt of bill s . ; 
| price is $30 net. Sign and mail the | 


of the United States, and I will remit the price, $30, 


OED a a a a oo ee coupon today.— 


ADDRESS. . . Sew eleyns kutwsncbam eekespawes 
FIRM NAME. 
REE nid 52 atncechnes bbe) seessesenyhenos 


THE CORPORATION TRUST COMPANY 


120 BROADWAY, NEW YORK, N. Y 
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SPAN-O-TONE 
has a special finish 

that resists the finger- 
marking and spotting of 











Courtesy of careless handling. If neces- 
F.J. Bannarp & Co, sary, it can be cleaned with 
INnc., Boston a damp cloth. Only Hollis- 
Library Binders for ton Book Cloths have this 
more than 100 years. feature. It insures good ap- 





pearance for a long time and 
reduces rebinding 
expense. 






HOLLISTON 


SPAN-O-TONE 


For brighter, more colorful library books use 
Span-o-tone, the new two-tone book cloth. 
Whether you prefer warm, cheerful contrasting 
patterns or rich subdued blends, you’ll find 
them in Span-o-tone. 






Span-o-tone in the No. 12 quality is equal in 
strength and durability to the famous Library 
Buckram which has been the standard rebind- 
ing cloth for library books for many years. It 
will outwear any other type of binding material 
at anywhere near its cost. Sample books available. 


THE HOLLISTON MILLS, INC., NORWOOD, MASS. 


BOSTON NEW YORK CHICAGO ST. LOUIS 
PACIFIC COAST AGENT = The Norman F. Hall Company, San Francisco, Cal. 
CANADIAN AGENT = The Wilson-Monroe Company, Ltd., Toronto, Ont, 
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ROCHESTER PUBLIC LIBRARY, ROCHESTER, N. Y. 


It’s Quick ! 


Kardex is the quickest, the most convenient way of 
checking incoming periodicals and signalling 


subscription dates. 


KARDEX 


DIVISION OF 


Remington Rand Business Service, Inc. 


Headquarter points of the Library department 


118 Federal St. 451 Broadway 214W.MunroeSt. 1200S. Grand Ave. 39 Second St. 
Boston, Mass. New York City Chicago, IIl. Los Angeles, Calif. San Francisco, Calif, 
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A Departure in Book Cloth that Enlivens 
Books and Library Shelves 


UCKRAM may now be obtained with a Two-Tone effect. It is unique, 

colorful, yet entirely practical, and has been created to give added 
attractiveness and life to books. 

Two-Tone Buckram is made in 16 standard color combinations. It has 
all the strength and wearing qualities of Ant Buckram, is entirely depend- 
able and costs but little more than the regular Art Buckram. 


Interlaken Mills, Providence, R. I. Ye'riene $<" 
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Business and Technical 


Books of Value 


iC 
.. 
* 














AIRCRAFT 
YEAR BOOK 


1928 
Tenth Annual Issue 
Story of World Aeronautics 
550 Pages—100 Illustrations 60 Pages Designs 
Maps—Trade Index 
Nation-wide awakening to the value of 
aeronautics in commerce and defense 
$5.25 Postpaid 
At all Book Stores or direct from 


AERONAUTICAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 


300 Madison Avenue, New York City 
Just Published 

Principles of Petroleum Geology in 
Terms of Producing Areas 


THE GEOLOGY OF PETROLEUM 
AND NATURAL GAS 


By 
ERNEST RAYMOND LILLEY, Sc. D. 


Associate Professor of Geology at New York Uni- 
versity, Author of The Oil Industry 
Here is the latest book in this field. It 
explains fundamental principles of petro- 
leum geology through the discussion of 
typical producing areas. 
512 Pages Cloth 6x9 Illustrated $6.00 


D. Van NOSTRAND COMPANY, Inc. 
Scientific Publishers Since 1848 


Eight Warren Street, NEW YORK 








Representative Industries 


. 
in the United States 
Edited by 
H. T. WARSHOW 

Comptroller, National Lead Company 
This book contains detailed and 
authoritative descriptions of some 
twenty-odd representative industries. 
The authors of the various chapters 
are leaders in their respective indus- 
tries, and their discussion is replete 
with information and data of vital value 
to those interested in American indus- 
trial problems. $5.00 


HENRY HOLT AND COMPANY 


One Park Avenue, NEW YORK 


INVESTMENT TRUSTS 


THEODORE J. GRAYSON 


This is probably the most ambitious attempt 





to evaluate the investment trust as a new 
force in our financial structure. In this book 
the author gives a clear-cut, authoritative ex- 
planation of what the investment trust really 
is and how it operates. Questions of financial 
policy and management are discussed in detail 
and illustrated by tables of investments, prices, 
yields, etc. He describes several of the Ameri- 
can investment trusts, giving full particulars 
regarding organization, management, and oper- 
ation. 


Price $5.00 
JOHN WILEY & SONS, Inc. 


440 FOURTH AVENUE - NEW YORK CITY 


























SAVE THE STRAIN 


on the bindings of your large Dictionaries 
and other reference books by using the 


REVOLVING 


DICTIONARY STAND 


It lengthens the lives of these expensive 
volumes, will repay its cost within a year. 
Write for full details. 


THEH.R.HUNTTING CO., Inc. 
SPRINGFIELD, MASS. 
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